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HONORING KYLE ALLEN 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 15, 2013 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Kyle Allen. Kyle is 
a very special young man who has exempli-
fied the finest qualities of citizenship and lead-
ership by taking an active part in the Boy 
Scouts of America, Troop 495, and earning 
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Kyle has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Kyle has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Kyle 
has contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Kyle Allen for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for 
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest 
distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
NICOLE A. VILLARUZ 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 15, 2013 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Nicole A. Villaruz, who has 
served as a valued member of my staff for the 
past eight years. Nicole joined my staff during 
my first term in Congress and has since be-
come my District Director. This month, Nicole 
will be leaving my staff to work for California 
State Senator Michael Rubio in Bakersfield, 
California. Nicole’s years of service to the peo-
ple of Central California in the 16th and 20th 
Congressional Districts, spanning from Kern 
County to Merced County, deserve to be com-
mended. Her character truly exemplifies the 
spirit of the San Joaquin Valley. Her strong 
work ethic, coupled with her positive attitude 
and zest for life make her true champion for 
the people of Central California. It is only fit-
ting and proper that she be recognized by my 
colleagues in Congress. 

Nicole has a long history of community serv-
ice and involvement. While attending Delano 
High School in Delano, California, Nicole was 
a member of the Key Club, the National Honor 
Society, and was a lifetime member of the 
California Scholarship Federation. Along with 
her academic pursuits, Nicole was also a 
member of the ASB Senate and was head 
cheerleader during her senior year. In 1996, 
Nicole was named Delano’s Junior Miss for 
the Class of 1997. She went on to California’s 
Junior Miss, where she received top ten hon-
ors. In 1997, she earned the Good Citizens 
Award from the Daughters of the American 
Revolution. Clearly, her many endeavors dur-
ing her teenage years served as an indicator 
for her commitment to service and leadership. 

Upon graduating from Delano High School 
in 1997, Nicole attended the University of Cali-
fornia, Los Angeles (UCLA), the largest public 
university in the UC system, and one of the 
most prestigious. Nicole was a member of 

Alpha Phi Sorority, where she held a number 
of leadership positions. She graduated in 2002 
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science. 

In 2001, Nicole was named Miss Kern 
County with a platform promoting civic virtue. 
Shortly thereafter, Nicole joined my staff in Ba-
kersfield, California as a District Representa-
tive. Nicole’s passion has always been helping 
others. As a District Representative, Nicole 
met with a number of constituents and organi-
zations, often recognizing their needs and 
working hard to resolve their problems— 
whether it meant cutting through red tape 
when dealing with federal agencies, or leading 
constituents to the correct branch of govern-
ment. 

Nicole became my District Director in 2011 
and she relocated to my Fresno district office. 
Her years of expertise and knowledge were 
essential in guaranteeing the success of my 
District offices. Nicole served as a mentor to 
many members of my staff—her guidance 
often helping them reach their full potential 
and ultimately ensured the well-being of our 
constituents. 

Nicole’s work and service has been recog-
nized by many organizations. Most recently, 
she was honored by the Delano Chamber of 
Commerce with their Hazel Boone Award for 
her superior service. She currently volunteers 
for Distinguished Young Women of California 
(formerly California’s Junior Miss) and serves 
as a choreographer/dance instructor. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure and 
pride that I recognize Ms. Villaruz today for 
her many contributions to my Congressional 
offices in Fresno and Bakersfield. It has truly 
been an honor to watch her grow profes-
sionally. She is an exceptional leader and will 
undoubtedly continue to do great things for 
our Valley. 
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HONORING DR. MARVIN E. 
ROBINSON 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 15, 2013 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize the 
achievements of Dr. Marvin E. Robinson in 
business leadership and community service. 

Dr. Robinson received his undergraduate 
degree at Southern University, where he 
served as president of the student body and 
found great success in his athletic pursuits as 
the co-captain of the Jaguar Tracksters. He 
began his career with the Congress of Racial 
Equality, first working as Field Secretary and 
then serving as Southern Regional Director 
during the early 1960s. Dr. Robinson earned 
his juris doctor from Howard University School 
of Law in 1968. 

Continuing his work for racial equality, Dr. 
Robinson assisted in the development of a 
high school specializing in business and man-
agement during the height of desegregation of 
the school system. As the first director of this 
school, he oversaw a student body of 1,500 
youth. 

Dr. Robinson’s entrepreneurial spirit soon 
drew him to the Xerox Corporation, where he 
was responsible for the operations, tele-
communications, and planning for Xerox’s Of-
fice Products Division facilities across the na-

tion. Based on his success in this position, Dr. 
Robinson became Assistant to the President 
of Community Affairs at Xerox, responsible for 
the creation and implementation of a commu-
nity involvement program. This program estab-
lished Xerox as an excellent corporate citizen 
in Dallas. 

Dr. Robinson moved on from Xerox in 1985 
to purchase a Burger King Franchise. With his 
business acumen, he was able to increase the 
restaurant’s gross income by over $150,000 in 
just one year. 

In 1988, Dr. Robinson was named the 
President and CEO of Accommodations, Inc., 
a concession management company. He pur-
chased the company and became its sole 
owner in 1995. 

Dr. Robinson is a pillar of the Dallas com-
munity not only because of his leadership in 
business, but also because of his community 
service. Dr. Robinson has been involved in the 
Dallas County Salvation Army, the Dallas Park 
and Recreation Department, the Dallas Black 
Chamber of Commerce, the Advisory Council 
for Technical Vocational Education, and Dallas 
Dash with the Disabled, among many other 
local organizations. As a patron of the arts, Dr. 
Robinson served as the Board President of 
the Dallas Black Dance Theatre for twenty 
years. In 2007, Dr. Robinson received the Dal-
las Historical Society’s Award for Excellence in 
Community Service. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize the 
significant contributions that Dr. Robinson has 
made to the Dallas community. As a business 
and community leader for decades, he has 
worked hard to change Dallas for the better. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE CITY OF 
INDIANOLA 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 15, 2013 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the City of Indianola, Iowa, for earn-
ing the Connected program’s Connected cer-
tification. Indianola is the first community in 
the state of Iowa and the third in the country 
to garner this technology designation. 

The Connected certification is a title applied 
to communities that display top-tier proficiency 
in the access and utilization of broadband-sup-
ported technologies. This coveted certification 
is awarded by Connected Nation and its sub-
sidiary Connect Iowa, who advocate for 
broadband access on the state and national 
levels. 

The City of Indianola is one of more than 30 
communities across Iowa actively participating 
in the Connected program, and the first to be-
come formally certified. Indianola has a team 
in place that has developed a comprehensive 
plan to increase broadband access by assess-
ing the broadband landscape, identifying gaps, 
and establishing manageable goals. Attaining 
the Connected certification adds to the long 
list of desirable attributes that make Indianola 
such a great place to raise a family or grow 
a business. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend the City of 
Indianola for its commitment to embracing and 
efficiently utilizing technology for the benefit of 
its residents and businesses. It is a great 
honor to represent the citizens of Indianola, 
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